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Introduction:

Yamato (Y) 86032 is a lunar meteorite which
was found on Antarctica in 1986. This meteorite was
classified into feldspathic lunar highland breccia [1.
2]. One ferroan anorthosite clast of Y86032 has a
very old Ar-Ar age of ~4.35-44 Ga [3]. This
meteorite is composed of at least three lithologies,
white and light feldspathic lithology, dark-gray
matrix (hereafter DG) and black impact melt veins
(B) [4]. Dhofar (Dho) 489 is a lunar meteorite
recently found in Oman in 2002, and was classified
into feldspathic crystalline matrix breccia [5]. This
lunar meteorite also has an old Ar-Ar age of ~4.27
Ga [6).

In this study., we determined major. minor and
trace elements compositions of Y86032 and Dho489
by using several analytical methods and aimed to
characterize these meteorites chemically as well as
petrographically in comparison with those for other
lunar highland meteorites and lunar rocks retuned by
the Apollo mission.

Samples and analytical methods:

We analyzed three fragments of Y86032;
Y86032.34 (81.9mg). Y86032,36 (92.8mg) and
Y86032.131 (238.6mg) (values in parentheses
indicate weight of samples allocated to us). Both 34
and ,36 are black impact melt (B) and .I31 is
dark-gray lithology (DG) [4]. For Dho489. we
analyzed four fragments: Dho489%a, b, ¢ and d.
Dho489a (143.5mg) and Dho489b (31.0mg) are bulk
materials, Dho489c (36.0mg) is pure anorthosite
material, and Dho489d (9.2mg) is matrix fragment.
Samples were first analyzed by neutron-induced
prompt gamma-ray analysis (PGA), for which lump
samples were used. Following PGA, instrumental
neutron activation analysis (INAA) was performed.
Except for Dho489d, lumps were ground in a clean
agate mortar and some aliquants were used in INAA.
We also used inductively coupled plasma mass
spectrometry (ICP-MS) for the determination of rare
earth elements (REEs). Th and U.

Results and Discussion:

Table | shows major, minor and trace element
composition of the two lunar highland meteorites
analyzed in this study. Our data of three fragments of
Y86032 are mostly consistent with those of Palme et
al. (1991) [7] except for such elements as Na, Al, V,
Cr, Mn and heavy-REEs (HREEs), indicating that
this meteorite is heterogeneous in chemical
composition in a scale of g-size. The chemical
composition of Y86032 is almost indistinguishable
from those of other lunar highland meteorites except
for incompatible elements, which are systematically
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lower in Y86032. Compared with other lunar
highland meteorite, Dho489 is characterized by even
lower concentrations of Sc. V, Cr, Mn, Co. Ni and
REEs (e.g.. {7]) and much higher mg# (atom
Mg/(Mg + Fe)).

Texture and mineralogy of mafic components in
anorthosite of lunar highland meteorites are complex,
and, in most cases, modified by regolith processes
and shock and thermal metamorphisms, being
evidenced by the presence of glassy materials and
granulitic breccias. Nevertheless, lunar highland
meteorites follow relatively simple chemical trends
in terms of some major elements [7]. Figure | shows
a TiO, versus AlL,O; correlation for lunar highland
meteorites and rocks. In this figure, indivisual values
for Y86032 and Dho489 are shown. while average
compositions of the other lunar highland meteorites
are plotted. We have calculated such average values
from the following sources and other references cited
therein: Jolliff et al. (1991) [8], Koeberl et al. (1989,
1990)[9. 10]. Korotev et al. (1996) [11], Palme et al.
(1991) [7] and Warren and Kallemeyn (1991) [12].
As shown in Fig. 1. lunar meteorites, except for
Dho489, show a trend with negative slope, which is
not overlapped with that for Apollo 16 highland
rocks.

Figure 2 shows chondrite-normalized REE
abundance patterns for lunar highland meteorites
analyzed in this study. The REE pattern of
Y86032,34 (B) is very similar to the pattern of ,131
(DG), with 36 (B) being slightly enriched in HREE.
The REE abundance of Dho489 is much lower than
those of other lunar highland meteorites including
Y86032. A U/Th ratio of Dho489 is much higher
than those of other lunar highland meteorites, and
must have been increased by weathering in the hot
desert. Similarly, negative anomaly of Ce seen in the
REE abundance patterns of Y86032 and Dhod489
could have been caused by weathering in cold and
hot deserts. Dho489a and Dho489b represent bulk
samples of this meteorite and their REE abundance
patterns are similar to each other. Their REE
abundances are the lowest among those of other
lunar highland meteorites. Considering this fact and
that other incompatible element abundances are
similarly lower in Dhod489 compared with those of
other funar highland meteorites, Dho489 must have
come from a site with long distance from Mare
Imbrium, highly probably from the far-side of the
moon. However, the source region of Y86032 whose
REE abundance is not so low as that for Dho489
needs not necessarily be the far-side of the moon.

References:
[1] Tanaka H. et al (1990) Proc.Lunar Planet.
Sci. Conf. 20, 91-100. [2] Tanaka H. et al. (2002)






